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Tabiat Pedestrian Bridge
Tehran, Iran, 2009-2014

Tabiat Pedestrian Bridge is located in the northern part of the city of Tehran in a
zone called Abbas Abad Lands; this is a 559Ha area which is mainly dedicated to
cultural spaces such as libraries and museums, as well as public parks.

This bridge was designed in order to address the need to improve access for
pedestrians between the two parks, which are divided by a major highway.
‘Tabiat’ means ‘Nature’ in Persian language.

The bridge crosses Modarres Highway, one of the main highways of the city, and
connects Abo Atash Park on the west to Taleghani Park on the east. The intention
was to design a pedestrian route that was completely separate from the highway.
The 270 meters long bridge is the largest pedestrian bridge built so far in Iran.
Design of this bridge was the result of a two-phase competition which started in
May 2008.

The winning design was selected in August of the following year, with detailed
structural and architectural design beginning in September 2009 and construction
work began in September 2010. It was inaugurated in October 2014.
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The bridge was designed based on 5 main
premises:

1- In the original master plan the idea was to connect one point in
one park to one point in the other park, but here the architect's idea
was to create multiple paths on each park that would lead people on
to the bridge. On the east side there are multiple paths branching
from both levels of the bridge and connecting to other paths within
Taleghani Park. On the west where it connects to Abo Atash Park,
the bridge becomes 55 meters wide forming a plaza; this makes
it difficult to recognize where the park ends and where the bridge
starts. On the lower level similar to the other side there are other
paths that connect the bridge to father points in the park.

2- This bridge is a space intended to be a place to linger rather than
just one to pass through, and to act as an extension of the parks, so
seating areas and green spaces on all parts of the bridge has been
considered, as well as a coffee shop and restaurant on the two sides
of the lower level, to have enough means to keep the users slow
down and stay on the bridge.

3-Creating a curved path for the bridge was also intended to contribute to this aim;
on the straight alignment that is typical of most bridges in the order to achieve
structural efficiency, produces a single point perspective, which encourages users
to keep going and the destination is quite clear. In this case the idea was to make
a curved path with variable width and changes in slopes, to slow down the users
and create a sense of mystery about the destination.

4- Since the site was covered by trees, especially on the east side, the number of
columns and their location was designed in a way to have the minimum footprint
on the ground in order to avoid having to remove trees. This resulted in having
similar to trees, with the largest span between them over both lanes of the
highway to be 93 meters.

5-The structural concept was to have a spatial structure large enough to create an
inhabitable architectural space while at the same time acting at the structure. The
result was a dynamic from made up of a 3 dimensional truss with tow continuous
deck levels that sits on three tree shape columns. Where the truss meets the
branches of the columns, it becomes the highest and widest. At these points
the bridge becomes three levels, the third level areas act as viewing platforms,
providing a wide open space which can also be used for public performances.
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Project Data:

Total Lenght of the bridge: 270 m
Total combined floor area: 7.950 sqm

Commission:
Design:
Construction:
Completion:

Location:

Architect firm:
Scope of Work:

Architect in charge:

Design Team:
Detail Design:

Structural Engineer:

Supervisors:
Client:

September 2009

September 2009 — December 2010
October 2010 — October 2014
October 2014

Modarres Highway, Abbas Abad Lands, Tehran, Iran

Diba Tensile Architecture(dibats.com)
Consulting

Architectural Design

Detail Design

Supervision

Supreme Control

Leila Araghian

Leila Araghian, Alireza Behzadi, Sahar Yasaei

Homa Soleimani, Mina Nikoukalam

Maffeis Engineering spa(maffeis.it)

Alireza Behzadi, Nader Naghi pour , Payam Golfeshan , Adel Mohamadi
Nosazi Abbasabad Co, Tehran Municipality

S YV

‘Jr Job

cg,nﬂ\//‘\d* Lucb.wdfﬁplwn

VWAA ole g0 50

VPAS oo ;3T = VFAA olo g0
VAT olopge — VFAS olo o0
\PAY ole e

oo Obgl obT ule ol ol 5

Olgie 4 Olygins) ol yonr ) (agoe U wosly o
(o slalas

Les sl slaosls

o yolica

S lass b

ol ob

S o,

e ol

oldl e S

ol o (5ol Lo e 0Ll e S

PN 95 Lo losk Lo

Orblo (g kign =S

Sdezs Jole (olials [olﬁ 09 s 3L (63l Lo ,ule
Olots Sl s SLT Gulie (55logs o8 5

d.ia.b.m é.:)ls

plosl )6

0l

Oleislw g9

lb oS

:cb.b
:‘?bb P"'S

Y IR )

ES‘”W

Lo, ls

THIRD LEVEL

THIRD LEVEL STRUCTURE

SECOND LEVEL

SECOND LEVEL STRUCTURE

INTEGRATION OF 3 LEVELS

FIRST LEVEL

FIRST LEVEL STRUCTURE

COLUMNS, FOUNDATION & VERTICAL CONNESTION
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TABIAT BRIDGE AWARDS

2016
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2014
2014
2014

Aga Khan Award for Architecture 2016

Memar Award 2015 , for Tabiat Bridge in Public Buildings Category, Tehran, Iran

Honorable Mention in Asia Architecture Award, Istanbul, Turkey

IPMA Silver Award for Project Management, Panama, Panama

Best Municipal or Public Spaces Project : The Middle East and North Africa Architecture Award 2015, Dubai, UAE
Architizer A+ Award 2015 New York, United States of America

The Best Urban Bridge on 4th International Conference on Bridges at Amir Kabir University, Tehran Iran

Winning the Golden Brick of Tehran on the World Habitat Day 2014 organized by UN-Habitat, Tehran, Iran

The Best Steel Structure in the country on the 4th International Conference on Steel and Structure, Tehran, Iran

Sz
N The recipients of the 2016 Aga Khan Award for Architecture




